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1. Armies fight in Afghanistan because it 1s a historic military terrain.
2. Armies fight in Afghanistan to make air travel safer.
3. Peace comes dropping slow.

4. Armies fight in Afghanistan so they don’t have to fight in places that are more inhabited.
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5. Armies fight in Afghanistan because of the logistical challenges.

6. Small children will wave large flowers.

7. Armies fight in Afghanistan because it is a buffer zone between Iran and China, between
Russia and India, between Burma and Germany, between Japan and Iceland.

8. Armies fight in Afghanistan to assist research into stress disorders.
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9. Most of Nadir Khan’s prisoners were shot before being hanged.
10. Armies fight in Afghanistan over differing readings of the Koran.

11. Armies fight in Afghanistan to improve the security of neighbouring countries.
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12. The freest minds pass lightly in the patterns of the step.
13. Armies fight in Afghanistan to protect tall buildings in the West.
14 Armies fight in Afghanistan to protect world oil supplies.

15. Airlifts centralize cemetery maintenance.
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16. Armies fight in Afghanistan to protect world opium supplies.
17. Armies fight in Afghanistan because the US has run low on Cruise missiles.
18. Very few figures, human or animal, can be found in the work of the Group of Seven.

19. Armies fight in Afghanistan because of traditional ethnic conflicts.

Afghanistan War 12



This paper asks whether cultural horms underpin gun own-

ership or whether they underpin soci pplitical relations
which stimulate gun owne 3

and south travellers
tain passes. The -
‘'was much " gres }.f
Crystalline and met e

s,v

Afghanistan War 13



20. Armies fight in Afghanistan to restore the Bamyan Buddhas.
21. The well-worn road leads to familiar sentiment.

22. The first I.E.D. was made in China.

23. The first off-label Kalashnikov was made in Gary, Indiana, my home sweet home.
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- death and thirty Injured. We have numbered beggars, hermits, opium
| farmers and prostitutes ar  the self-employed. Headquarters of the 3

31-11& S e R T R

Roadside bombs. 'Undergr'ound economies.

Afghanistan War 15



24. All that 1s solid melts into air.

25. Afghanistan’s first hydrocarbon bidding round began last February.
26. The first Afghan in space was Abdul Momand in 1988.

27. Summer job seekers face big hurdles.
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28. The first Afghani tank was built in the U.S. in 1934.

29. The first Canadian to sing “Welcome Back Khadr” was John Harris in Prince George,
December, 2005.

30. We need an art that does not react to the idea that we made it.

31. More guns are sold in arms markets in the Khyber Pass than in ammo shops in
Michigan.
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32. More afghans have been crocheted in Canada than in Kandahar.
33. Major changes in Afghan governance occur approximately every twenty years.
34. More troops have been requested for Afghanistan than are currently serving.

35. More changes have been made in this century to the Afghanistan national flag than to
Canadian refugee policies.

Afghanistan War 20



ot %k

wonk 5 thé Groupa;. '
@» ,

ianas,wer 1n“sou~t§;§_ﬁ§"" B

‘“'“’LTseums of; ;tf

Afghanistan War 21



36. More armoured vehicles rust on Afghan hillsides than can be mustered by American
and Russian armed forces.

37. In oral cultures traditions are even more highly valued.
38. More poppies bloom in Afghanistan than in Flanders.

39. More free-range sheep ramble around Afghanistan than diesel cars around Ontario.
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40. Every postcard has a fondly imagined audience.
42. Prisoner abuse in Afghanistan is a historical human practice.
43. Prisoner abuse in Afghanistan is caused by poverty and illiteracy.

44. Prisoner abuse in Afghanistan is a historical patriarchal practice.
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45. Western representations of Afghanistan are orientalist.
46. The range of Gavrilo Princep’s pistol was greater than he had anticipated.
477. Western representations of Afghanistan are worthy of poetry.

48. Western representations of Afghanistan are amazing.
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49. Afghanistan is a potential source of rare-earth minerals.
50. Tribal fabrics could be purchased easily at nearby markets.
51. Afghanistan 1s a loosely joined group of tribal regions.

52. Afghanistan 1s a traditional British army training ground.
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53. Western troops go to Afghanistan to help Afghani women run for office.
54. Western troops go to Afghanistan help deflate the U.S. dollar.
55. All the crosses have now been replaced with plain stones.

56. Western troops go to Afghanistan to buy Afghani prayer rugs.

Afghanistan War 30



Afghanistan War 31



70 copies of this edition have been printed
of which 40 are hors de commerce. An e-chapbook
edition in pdf format is also available on CD
from openletter@sympatico.ca



	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32

