Appendix 1-9
Further comments on belief

What is the nature of belief?

It can’t be some further idea (such as the idea of reality or existence) that is attached to the idea of what we believe.

· because there is no such idea

· but also because then we would be able to make ourselves believe or disbelieve anything (which we can’t do)
It must therefore be a sentiment or feeling (like an impression of reflection) that arises independently of the will

What is the nature of the feeling?

It can’t be a distinct feeling that accompanies the idea

· because we don’t seem to have any such feelings

· because it is explanatorily unnecessary (we can instead say that the feeling is a lively way of conceiving the idea, in which case we just invoke the existence of one entity, rather than two)

· because the only causes we can identify for belief (namely, the association of ideas and impressions and a confusion of readily associated perceptions) are causes leading us to conceive an idea, not causes producing a further sentiment

· because we don’t need to invoke a separate feeling to explain any of the effects of belief
So it must a manner of conceiving the idea

the idea is “felt” rather than “conceived”
