[image: image1.jpg]


          [image: image2.jpg]



David Hume

1711-1776
Author of (among other works):

A treatise of human nature (1739)
Essays: moral, political, and literary (1742)
An enquiry concerning human understanding

(including “Of miracles”) (1748)
The history of England (1754)
The natural history of religion (1757)
Dialogues concerning natural religion
(posthumous)

A defender of “sceptical” positions on:
· causality

· mind

· religion

A critic of rationalist ethics

An advocate of a thoroughly “imagistic” account of mental representation.

A decisive (negative) influence on the philosophical development of Kant, Reid, and the “Scottish school” based around Reid.

In sum, one of the most important of all philosophers.

Chronology
(from Gaskin)
1711 – Born 26 April in Edinburgh.

1723-26 – Studies at Edinburgh University but does not take a degree
1726-34 – Years of independent study; eventually leaves for Bristol to attempt a banking career (possibly to avoid a paternity suit)

1734-37 – Sojourn in France

1739-40 – Treatise published in 2 volumes

1742 – Essays published

1744-45 – Unsuccessful attempt to become chair of Moral Philosophy at Edinburgh

1745 – Works as tutor to the Marquis of Annandale

1748 – Works as a diplomat in Vienna and Turin

1748 – Enquiry published

1751 – Enquiry concerning the principles of morals published

1752 – Unsuccessful attempt to become chair of Moral Philosophy at Glasgow

1752-57 – Works as Keeper of the Advocates’ Library in Edinburgh

1754 – Begins publication of the History of England
1757 – Natural History of Religion published

1763-1768 – Works as diplomat in Paris and as civil servant in Britain
1769-1776 – Final years in Edinburgh
