“Of Superstition and Enthusiasm”
Considers superstition and enthusiasm as currently occurring “corruptions” of religion

And sets out to investigate their effects on government and society

(NHR instead considers the causes of the origin and development of superstitions)

The causes of superstition
Fear

Fear has its own causes

some having to do with precarious circumstances

others having to do with the disposition of the individual

The fear has to be accompanied by ignorance

ignorance of the specific bad event that might occur

ignorance of the causes of that bad event

The effects of these circumstances:

The development of a belief in the existence of unseen, malevolent beings who control one’s fate

The development of ritualistic practices intended to appease the wrath of these beings

Two principal causes of superstitious practice:

“Folly”

“Knavery”
The causes of enthusiasm
Pride

Pride is caused by pleasing objects related to oneself

This presumes a degree of wealth and security

Or at least a “bold and confident disposition” allowing one to feel pride in lesser things

Pride has to be accompanied by:

A strong imagination

Antecedent religious belief

Ignorance (of the causes of mental states of “rapture”)

Effects of these circumstances:
Religious experiences

The development of the belief that one has been specially chosen by God

Observations

Superstition is a “considerable ingredient in almost all religions, even the most fanatical”

Only “philosophy” is able to conquer superstition.

Superstition is favourable to priestly power.

(The emergence of the class of priests is due to fear of the deity on the part of the populace, but may also be due to “impudence and cunning” on the part of the priest)

(Cf. “Of National Characters”)

At its most extreme, this power replicates an aristocratic order

Enthusiasm is even more contrary to priestly power than sound reason and philosophy.
It is also contrary to rituals and traditions.

Enthusiastic religions start off being more “furious and violent” (i.e., fanatical) than superstitions, but end up being more moderate.
The force of enthusiasm is inflamed by persecution & mitigated by toleration.

The most violent enthusiasm results in the doctrine of the priesthood of all believers.

But when such a religion triumphs in a society it quickly fades away due to the lack of any established body of individuals responsible for the propagation of the faith.

Superstition promotes submission to authority and civil hierarchy; enthusiasm promotes republicanism and civil liberty.

Some illustrations of these doctrines from the History of England.
