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When sparrows worry

"Sparrows, rabbits and other wild animals can suffer so much from the daily grind of finding food while 
avoiding predators that they can experience a form of chronic stress -- and this can affect their 
reproduction and survival levels," says University of Toronto Magazine. Dr. Michael Clinchy and Prof. 
Rudy Boonstra collected blood samples from 91 song sparrow fathers with six-day-old nestlings. They 
found food and predators together affected corticosterone levels (the principal stress hormone in birds), 
free fatty acid levels (the energy source used for flight), anemia, and nestling numbers and condition. The 
most-stressed sparrow dads were in environments with limited food and many predators.

A perfect disguise

A convicted murderer and prison escaper who led a secret life as a Chicago-area poet for nearly two 
decades, will return to Massachusetts to resume serving his life sentence. "It's been a good 20-year run," 
Norman Porter, 65, told police as they took him into custody based on fingerprints from a 1993 arrest. 
"Known in local literary circles," says The Chicago Tribune, "as J. J. Jameson, an anti-war, pro-labour poet
from west suburban Maywood, the man was honoured this month as Poet of the Month by the Web site 
ChicagoPoetry.com. But Massachusetts for years has named him the state's most wanted fugitive."

Our readers think

Recent e-mails:

"You can be young, weird and amusing, but when you are old and weird you are just weird," writes Eddie 
Hunter of Banff, Alta.

"On a trip to Toronto during 'the season of potholes,' my friend had just asked me to take the wheel," says 
John J. Johnston. "I hadn't driven very far when . . . I accidentally blew the horn. At that moment I also hit 
a large pothole. 'That won't work,' my friend quipped. 'They won't move.' "

An eye on you

What's in the cart? "It happens every day," writes Michael Barbaro in The Washington Post. ". . . you 
accidentally tell the self-checkout machine that six apples in the bag are Red Delicious, when they are, in 
fact, the pricier Fuji. Mistakes are made. You're human. Supermarkets understand this, and they want to 
help. That is why some are investing in new, mistake-proof tools. There's Veggie Vision, now being tested 
at nearly a dozen U.S. supermarkets. The technology recognizes fruits and vegetables inside a bag. When 
consumers place a product on a scale, Veggie Vision identifies it, weighs it and rings up the cost. . . . 
[S]upermarkets are also testing a new technology called, aptly enough, Lane Hawk. The system can 
identify any product in the undercarriage of a shopping cart as it passes through the checkout lane." 

Kismet sees you. "Would you donate more to charity if you were being watched, even by a bug-eyed robot
called Kismet?" asks New Scientist magazine. At Harvard University, Terry Burnham and Brian Hare 
"pitted 96 volunteers against each other anonymously in games where they donate money or withhold it. . .




