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Summary Table of Common Theories of Deviance 





�PRIVATE��Perspective�
Theorists �
Specific Theory �
Cause of Deviant Behaviour �
Key Concepts �
�
Prescientific�
general approach�
Demonic Perspective�
receptivity to evil, the devil�
paganism, Satanism, witchcraft�
�
Classical�
Beccaria�
Deterrence�
free will, rationality�
deterrence �
�
�
Bentham�
Hedonistic Calculus�
hedonism�
measured punishment, pain, panopticon�
�
Biological and Physiological�
Lombroso�
Born criminal�
biological inferiority �(body type)�
atavism, stigma�
�
�
Hooten�
Degeneration�
biological inferiority�
hierarchy of degeneracy�
�
�
Sheldon�
Somatype�
biological inferiority�(body type)�
endomorphs, mesomorphs, ectomorphs�
�
�
Goddard�
Feebleminded �
mental inferiority�(low intelligence)�
feebleminded�
�
Psychological�
Freud�
psychoanalytic�
overdeveloped or �underdeveloped superego�
id, ego, superego�
�
�
Kohlberg�
Moral Development�
lower moral stage�
Moral reasoning, cognitive learning�
�
�
Conrad and Schneider, Szasz, Laing �
Medical Model�
mental illness�
deviance as a "disease"�
�
Social Dis-organization�
Durkheim�
Functionalism�
social disorganization�
anomie�
�
�
Shaw and McKay�
Chicago School �
social disorganization�
culture conflict, urbanization, informal social control�
�
�
McKenzie, Park and Burgess, Thrasher�
Ecological Mapping�
urban zones�
concentric zones, transition zones�
�
Functionalist and Strain�
Merton�
Anomie�
blocked aspirations�
conformity, innovation, retreatism, ritualism, rebellion�
�
�
Cloward & Ohlin�
Differential opportunity�
blocked aspirations�
illegitimate means, retreatist subcultures �
�
�
Cohen�
Status Frustration�
status frustration�
status frustration, reaction formation, non-utilitarian behaviour�
�
Subcultural and Social Learning�
Sutherland�
Differential association�
ratio of criminal to �non-criminal definitions �
frequency, duration, intensity, priority (of associations)�
�
�
Sykes and Matza�
Neutralization Theory�
status frustration�
denial of responsibility, denial of victim, denial of injury, appeal to higher loyalties, condemnation of condemners�
�
Interactionist Theories�
Becker & Lemert�
Labelling�
(negative) societal reaction�
secondary deviance, primary deviance,  master status�
�
�
Tannenbaum�
Dramatization of Evil�
treatment by others as "evil"�
learned delinquency�
�
�
Kitsuse�
Societal Reaction�
others' interpretations�
social responses, social distance�
�
�
Goffman�
Dramaturgical Theory�
stigma�
stigma, spoiled identity management, moral career �
�
Social Control�
Hirschi�
Social bond�
weak social bonds�
attachment, commitment, involvement, belief �
�
�
Gibbs�
Deterrence�
weak formal social controls�
general deterrence, specific deterrence severity, certainty, celerity (of punishments)�
�
�
Walter Reckless�
Containment Theory�
inadequate inner, outer controls�
inner controls, outer controls�
�
�
Cohen and Felson �
Routine Activities�
motivated offenders, �suitable targets, & absence of guardians�
offenders, targets, guardianship�
�
�
Hagan�
Power-Control�
differential power�
social class, patriarchy�
�
Conflict, Critical, and Feminist�
Vold & Turk�
Conflict�
relative powerlessness �
power, force coercion�
�
�
Quinney, Chambliss, & Spitzer�
Radical�
unequal distribution �of wealth in society�
problem populations capitalism and law creation, law enforcement�
�
�
Foucault�
Postmodern (Discourse)�
power and meaning construction �
helping institutions, limit experiences, panoptical discipline�
�
�
Daly, Chesney-Lind�
Feminist�
patriarchy �
patriarchy, subordination�
�
Sources: Adapted from L. Deutschmann. 1998. Deviance and Social Control; R. Bohm and K. Haley. 1997. Introduction to Criminal Justice. New York: McGraw-Hill; and G. Vito and R. Holmes. 1994. Criminology: Theory, Research, and Policy.


