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1920-1970s

Idealism supplants rhetoric (Hubert)
20th century—literature supplants 
rhetoric (oral and written 
communication) with the rise of English 
departments who increasingly define 
themselves through the study of 
literature
Rise of professional schools leads to 
pressure to teach oral and written 
communication somewhere, anywhere



Circa 1990

Late 20th century snapshot:
Writing programs (courses, writing 
centres/labs/tutorial sessions) spread 
throughout universities (Graves 1994)
Movement in US to form a field of 
study in composition/rhetoric/technical 
communication with establishment of 
CCCC, RSA, ATTW



Why writing programs keep 
growing

1. Increasing demand for 
higher education 
generally
Participation rates up: 
Over 800,000 university 
students in Canada 
(Statistics Canada, 
November 2006); in 1945 
there were 35,000 
students in all of Canada

University enrollments growing
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The 1960s: the York U. story

York University: the Writing Workshop 
founded in 1967 in Arts (but not a 
department)
Initially seen as remedial
Changed its name to Writing Centre, 
and then to The Centre for Academic 
Writing as its mission expanded
Now offers credit courses, peer 
tutoring, workshops, WAC faculty 
assistance



Today: University of Toronto
15 Writing Centres 
spread across 3 
campuses

2 academic 
programs:

Writing and 
Rhetoric

Professional 
Writing & 
Communication



U of Winnipeg Centre for 
Academic Writing

Degree 
programs, 

tutoring



University of Calgary

Non- 
credit 

courses, 
test, 

tutoring



UBC Writing Centre

Continuing 
education 

courses, 
tutoring, non- 

credit courses



SFU Writing Services

Academic Writing: Tame that Wild Research Paper Beast! 

Tutoring, 
workshops 
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