
Huron University College  Fall 2012 
PHI 2200F  MWF 2:30-3:20, HC-W6 
Ancient Greek Philosophy 
 
Instructor Information 
Name: Sean Coughlin      Email: scoughl@uwo.ca 
Office: 4136 in Stevenson Hall    Phone: tba 
Office Hours: W 4-6pm or by appointment 
 
Course Description:  Today, we tend to think of philosophy, like history or physics, as a body of 
knowledge with its own set of problems and its own subject matter; or we think of it as the 
“Queen of the Sciences,” which evaluates the methods and assumptions of other disciplines. The 
first Greek philosophers, however, saw it as something quite different. For the ancient Greeks, 
philosophy was a way of life; and for those in ancient Greece who practiced it, philosophy was 
the best way of life. It was also, however, a dangerous enterprise. Seen as threats to the political 
and religious order, ancient Greek philosophers were mocked and condemned by the masses, and 
exiled and executed by authorities. Yet, they remained committed to their way of life, and they 
developed arguments—especially about knowledge, being and morality—in support of this 
commitment. Our task in this course is to understand these arguments and (perhaps more 
importantly) to understand the problems underlying them. 
 
We will approach our task through an introduction to some central issues in Greek philosophy 
from the early Greek philosophers through to the major Hellenistic schools (roughly 700BCE-
100CE). These issues concern questions about the cosmos and the soul, god and being, fate and 
knowledge, virtue and the good life. The concepts, methods, and arguments the Greeks 
developed to answer these questions continue as traces across the Western intellectual tradition, 
and occasionally we will feel at home with them. Often, however, their arguments will just seem 
weird, and to get a handle on them, we will sometimes have to reconstruct their meaning from 
within the context of ancient Greek myth and history; at other times, we will have to use our 
imagination. We will pay particularly close attention to the works of Plato and Aristotle: how 
they react to the ideas of their predecessors, where they are innovative, and how the arguments 
and ideas of these two philosophers were received in post-Alexandrian, Hellenistic Greece. Other 
thinkers we will read include Pythagoras, Heraclitus, Parmenides, and the Stoics and Epicureans. 
 
Course Objectives: This course will prepare you for advanced study of the individual 
philosophers and philosophical problems surveyed in the course. In addition, through class 
discussion and course assignments, you will learn: methods of reading texts carefully; how to 
analyze and interpret difficult texts (reconstructing arguments); when and how to use historical 
context; and methods of evaluating interpretations and reconstructions. The course also aims to 
develop your philosophical skills of question, analysis and argument and to foster skills in clear, 
thoughtful, and concise expression. Finally, the course will engage you in critical dialogue about 
philosophical, religious and historical issues, and will encourage you to challenge unquestioned 
assumptions and learn to think critically about the nature of human existence. 
 
Method of Instruction: When the course deals with historical and philosophical context, classes 
will be lecture-style. When we read particular philosophical texts closely, classes will be 



discussion-style, where students will be asked to interpret passages and draw connections 
between different authors we have read. Everyone will have to keep up with the readings in order 
to participate in these discussions. Each class will begin by taking up questions from the previous 
class, and any questions students may have about the day’s material. 
 
Required Texts:  
Readings in Ancient Greek Philosophy, Fourth Edition. Cohen, Curd, and Reeve (eds.). Hackett. 
 
Hellenistic Philosophy: Introductory Readings, Second Edition. Inwood and Gerson (eds.). 
Hackett. 
 
Course Requirements: 

1. A Greek to English transliteration quiz: 5% 
2. One in-class midterm test: 15% 
3. One exegetical paper (1000-1250 words): 20% 
4. One term-paper (2000-2500 words): 35% (due last day of classes) 
5. Final exam: 25% 

 
Late papers are subject to a penalty of 3% per day late. 
 
Protocols and Attendance: No portion of the grade is assigned for participation or attendance; 
however, you are expected to participate actively in class discussion, and this requires that you 
complete the reading assignment before each class. If you have not done the reading, do not 
come to class. Note, however, that you will not do well in this course if you routinely miss class. 
 
(1) Greek Quiz: Learning ancient Greek philosophy involves learning some specific terminology, 
and I will use these philosophical terms in lectures and discussions. You must show a willingness 
to learn these terms, as well as how to pronounce them, to take this course. The best way to do 
this is to learn the Greek alphabet and how to transliterate Greek into English. (Of course, you 
are not required to know Ancient Greek, although the more Greek or other classical language 
you know, the better.) To this end, I will require everyone enrolled in this course to take a quiz 
transliterating Greek terms into English at the end of the first full week of classes. 
 
(2) Midterm Exam: The midterm exam will consist of multiple choice, short answer, and one 
argument reconstruction question. It will be held at the end of September. 
 
(3) Exegetical Paper: In a short paper (1000-1250 words), you will be required to analyze a short 
passage from one of the following Platonic Dialogues: Euthyphro, Gorgias, Meno, or Phaedo. 
Suggested passages will be distributed in class on October 8th. Your first task is to reconstruct the 
argument in the passage, making explicit its premises and conclusion. Your next task is to 
evaluate the argument, i.e., give reasons why the argument is successful or not. Detailed 
instructions will be given in class near the beginning of October along with the suggested 
passages. You can also choose your own passage to interpret, but make sure to consult with me 
during my office hours if you do. This paper is due 26 October.  
 



(4) Term Paper: Your term paper will be 2000-2500 words, and will combine a critical approach 
to contemporary scholarship with the exegetical skills you developed in the first paper. I’ll give 
out a list of topics at the end of October, although you are encouraged to develop your own topic 
in consultation with me – the only restriction is that the paper topic must be different from the 
topic of the first exegetical paper, and it must include references to at least one peer-reviewed 
scholarly source. Your task in this paper is to present the argument of the secondary source and 
critically evaluate it based on your own examination of the textual evidence. Your evaluation can 
be either positive or negative: it can run the gamut from rejecting the interpretation altogether, to 
correcting what you think are some of its weaknesses, to using the interpretation to shed light on 
other difficult texts. Detailed instructions will be given in class during the last week of October. 
This paper is due on the last day of class, 5 December.   
 
(5) Final Exam: The final exam will be three hours long. The first section will consist of multiple 
choice questions and short answer questions. The second section will consist of passages in 
which students will identify the author, the work in which it appears, and the significance of the 
passage. The exam will take place during the December exam period. 
 
Tentative Schedule of topics and assignments 
 
Session Topic Assignment 
Unit I: Early Greek Philosophy 
Sept 7 Introduction  
Sept 10 The Milesians: Thales & Anaximander CCR 10-17 
Sept 12 Pythagoras & Xenophanes CCR 18-29 
Sept 14 Heraclitus CCR 29-40 

Greek Alphabet Quiz 
Sept 17 Parmenides CCR 40-47 
Sept 19 Zeno and Melissus CCR 47-51; 93-96 
Sept 21 Empedocles, Anaxagoras, Derveni papyrus  CCR 52-80 
Sept 24 Leucippus and Democritus CCR 80-93 
Sept 26 The Sophists CCR 104-118 
Sept 28  Early Greek Midterm (in 

class) 
   
Unit II: Plato 
Oct 1 Plato’s Apology of Socrates CCR 153-178 
Oct 3 Apology (cont.)  
Oct 5 Euthyphro: 2a-11b CCR 127-134 
Oct 8 Euthyphro: 11b-16a Short paper topics distributed 
Oct 10 Gorgias: 462a-466a CCR 219-240 
Oct 12 Gorgias: 466a-481a  
Oct 15 Phaedo I: 57a-72d CCR 267-319 



Oct 17 Phaedo II: 72e-77d  
Oct 19 Phaedo III: 77e-95e  
Oct 22 Phaedo IV: 95e-99d  
Oct 24 Phaedo V:  99d-118a  
Oct 26 Plato’s Parmenides I: 126a-130e CCR 642-651 

Short Paper Due 
Oct 29 Plato’s Parmenides II: 130e-135d Term Paper topics distributed 
   
Unit III: Aristotle 
Oct 31 Nicomachean Ethics: Eudaimonia or 

Happiness 
CCR 870-874, additional text to be 
distributed (ΕΝ A1-6) 

Nov 2 Nicomachean Ethics: The Human Function  CCR 874-883 (ΕΝ A7-13) 
Nov 5 Nicomachean Ethics: Virtue CCR 883-901 (NE B-Γ) 
Nov 7 Logic: Predication (Categories) CCR 694-700 (Cat. 1-5) 
Nov 9 Logic & Modality: The Sea-battle CCR 704-708 (De. Int. 9) 
Nov 12  The Problem of Change: Form and Matter CCR 732-740 (Phys. A1,5-7, 9) 
Nov 14  The Study of Nature: The Four Causes CCR740-747 (Phys. B1-3) 
Nov 16 The Study of Nature: Teleology CCR 754-756 (Phys. B8) 
Nov 19  What is the Soul: Actuality and Potentiality CCR 851-859 (De an. B1-4) 
Nov 21  Metaphysics: Wisdom and the Science of 

First Principles 
CCR 796-809 (Metaph. A1-4, 6, 
9) 

Nov 23  Metaphysics Continued CCR 815-820; 832-833 
(Metaph.Ζ1-4, 17) 

   
Unit IV: Later Greek Philosophy 
Nov 26  Stoicism: Free will and Fate IG 179-189 
Nov 28  Stoicism: Virtue and the good life IG 234-241 
Nov 30  Epicureanism: Pleasure and the good life IG 28-31 
Dec 3  Ancient Skepticism IG 302-325 
Dec 5  Conclusion Term Paper Due 
   
Tbd  Review Session  
Tbd  Final Exam  
 



 
 

Appendix to Course Outlines 
 
Prerequisite Information 
Students are responsible for ensuring that they have successfully completed all course 
prerequisites.  Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission 
from your Dean to enrol in it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from 
your record.  This decision may not be appealed.  You will receive no adjustment to your fees in 
the event that you are dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites. 
 
Conduct of Students in Classes, Lectures, and Seminars 
Membership in the community of Huron University College and the University of Western 
Ontario implies acceptance by every student of the principle of respect for the rights, 
responsibilities, dignity and well-being of others and a readiness to support an environment 
conducive to the intellectual and personal growth of all who study, work and live within it. Upon 
registration, students assume the responsibilities that such registration entails. The academic and 
social privileges granted to each student are conditional upon the fulfillment of these 
responsibilities.   
In the classroom, students are expected to behave in a manner that supports the learning 
environment of others. Students can avoid any unnecessary disruption of the class by arriving in 
sufficient time to be seated and ready for the start of the class, by remaining silent while the 
professor is speaking or another student has the floor, and by taking care of personal needs prior 
to the start of class.  If a student is late, or knows that he/she will have to leave class early, be 
courteous: sit in an aisle seat and enter and leave quietly.  
Please see the Code of Student Rights and Responsibilities at:  
http://www.huronuc.ca/students/student_life/student_policies 
 
Technology  
It is not appropriate to use technology (such as, but not limited to, laptops, PDAs, cell phones) in 
the classroom for non-classroom activities. Such activity is disruptive and is distracting to other 
students and to the instructor, and can inhibit learning. Students are expected to respect the 
classroom environment and to refrain from inappropriate use of technology and other electronic 
devices in class. 
 
Academic Accommodation for Medical/Non-Medical Grounds 
For UWO Policy on Accommodation for Medical Illness and a downloadable SMC see: 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf 
[downloadable Student Medical Certificate (SMC): https://studentservices.uwo.ca under the 
Medical Documentation heading] 
Students seeking academic accommodation on medical grounds for any missed tests, exams, 
participation components and/or assignments worth 10% or more of their final grade must apply 
to the Academic Counselling office of their home Faculty and provide documentation. Academic 
accommodation will be determined by the Dean’s Office in consultation with the instructor. 
 
For non-medical grounds or for medical grounds when work represents less than 10% of the 



overall grade for the course, students seeking academic accommodation must apply to the 
Academic Counselling office of their home Faculty and provide documentation. Academic 
accommodation will be determined by the Dean’s Office in consultation with the instructor. 
 
Statement on Academic Offences 
Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, 
specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site:  
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/handbook/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf . 
 
Plagiarism  
Plagiarism is an academic offence and will be treated as such. Students who are in doubt as to 
the nature of this offence should consult their instructor, Department Chair or the Dean, as well 
as the Huron University College Statement on Plagiarism, available at the reference desk in the 
HUC Library and at  http://www.huronuc.ca/library/Citing/. In addition, students may seek 
guidance from a variety of current style manuals available at the Reference Desk in the HUC 
Library.  Information about these resources can be found in LibGuides on the main page:  
http://www.huronuc.ca/library. 
 
Students found guilty of plagiarism will suffer consequences ranging from a grade 
reduction to failure in the course to expulsion from the university. In addition, a formal 
letter documenting the offence will be filed in the Dean’s Office, and this record of the 
offence will be retained in the Dean’s Office for the duration of the student’s academic 
career at Huron University College. 
 
All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial 
plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism.  All 
papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference 
database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system.  
Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The University of 
Western Ontario and Turnitin.com. 
 
Computer-marked multiple-choice tests and/or exams may be subject to submission for 
similarity review by software that will check for unusual coincidences in answer patterns that 
may indicate cheating. 
 
Personal Response Systems (“clickers”) may be used in some classes.  If clickers are to be used 
in a class, it is the responsibility of the student to ensure that the device is activated and 
functional.  Students must see their instructor if they have any concerns about whether the clicker 
is malfunctioning.  Students must use only their own clicker. If clicker records are used to 
compute a portion of the course grade: 

• the use of somebody else’s clicker in class constitutes a scholastic offence, 
• the possession of a clicker belonging to another student will be interpreted as an attempt 

to commit a scholastic offence. 
 
Policy on Special Needs 
Students who require special accommodation for tests and/or other course components must 



make the appropriate arrangements with the Student Development Centre (SDC).  Further details 
concerning policies and procedures may be found at: 
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ssd/?requesting_acc 
 
Attendance Regulations for Examinations 
A student is entitled to be examined in courses in which registration is maintained, subject to the 
following limitations: 
1) A student may be debarred from writing the final examination for failure to maintain 
satisfactory academic standing throughout the year. 
2) Any student who, in the opinion of the instructor, is absent too frequently from class or 
laboratory periods in any course will be reported to the Dean of the Faculty offering the course 
(after due warning has been given).  On the recommendation of the Department concerned, and 
with the permission of the Dean of that Faculty, the student will be debarred from taking the 
regular examination in the course.  The Dean of the Faculty offering the course will 
communicate that decision to the Dean of the Faculty of registration. 
 
Class Cancellations 
In the event of a cancellation of class, every effort will be made to post that information on the 
Huron website, http://www.huronuc.ca/accessibility (“Postings of Service Disruptions”).  
 
Accessibility  
Huron University College strives at all times to provide its goods and services in a way that 
respects the dignity and independence of people with disabilities. We are also committed to 
giving people with disabilities the same opportunity to access our goods and services and 
allowing them to benefit from the same services, in the same place as, and in a similar way to, 
other customers. We welcome your feedback about accessibility at Huron. Information about 
how to provide feedback is available at: http://www.huronuc.ca/accessibility 

Mental Health @ Western 
Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental Health @ Western 
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/  for a complete list of options about how to obtain 
help. 

Program and Academic Counselling  
Philosophy students registered at Huron who require advice about modules and courses in the 
Philosophy Department should contact Dr. S. D’Arcy, Chair – sdarcy@huron.uwo.ca  Students 
should contact Academic Counselling on other academic matters.  See the Academic 
Counselling website for information on services offered.  
http://huronuc.ca/students/service_centre/academic_counselling/ 
 


