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immediate and profound impacts 
on the economy and environ-
ment.   
 
Janel is currently a Ph.D. student 
in the Mathematics Department 
at the University of Wisconsin – 
Milwaukee. Her research focuses 
on atmospheric science, which 
nicely integrates her favourite 
disciplines of Mathematics and 
Computer Science. This paper 
represents an exciting accomplish-
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In this paper, Janel Hanrahan 
and colleagues describe their dis-
covery of two multi-decadal cy-
cles in the water levels of the 
Michigan-Huron system, which 
they believe stem from previously 
identified cycles in the North 
Atlantic region. Changes in pre-

cipitation appear to play a key 
role in the transmission of these 
cycles. 
 
According to Janel, this discovery 
may eventually allow predictions 
of lake-level changes to be made 
beyond a few months in advance. 
This is important because the 
lakes provide transportation for 
shipping, hydroelectric power, 
sustenance, and recreation for 
more than 30 million people and 
lake-level variations can have 
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Nature,” and taught swimming 
and canoeing. She completed her 
education at Drake University 
(B.A., M.A.) and the University 
of Toronto (Ph.D.), where she 
also met her husband, Jan Ci-
borowski. After 7 years of post-
doc and consultant work in Al-
berta, Lynda returned to Ontario 
to work at the International Joint 
Commission’s Great Lakes re-
gional office in Windsor and earn 
a B.Ed. degree. She became a 
permanent faculty member at the 

Lynda Corkum is a professor of 
aquatic ecology at the University 
of Windsor, Ontario. Lynda stud-
ies the ecology and behaviour of 
fishes, much of which involves 
close collaboration with govern-
ment agencies. She especially 
enjoys working and forming 
friendships with her students and 
colleagues. 

Lynda grew up in Toronto, but 
loved the outdoors, especially 
summer camp in Haliburton 
where she  became “Head of 

Univ. of Windsor in 1994 and 
eventually became Associate 
Dean of Science. In addition to all 
these accomplishments, Lynda 
has been secretary of the North 
American Benthological Society, 
president of the International As-
sociation of Great Lakes Re-
search, and associate editor for 
both. Lynda is someone who likes 
to work hard, help people, and 
learn something new each day.  
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any’s M.Sc. research focuses on 
bird migration through the Great 
Lakes region. She is studying the 
migratory flight responses of mi-
grating birds as well as their be-
havioural ecology at an important 
stopover site (the rest and refuel-
ling portion of migration) at Long 
Point, Lake Erie.  

Bethany is tracking birds using 
modified marine radar and radio-
telemetry to answer several re-
search questions within the gen-
eral theme of stopover behaviour 

Bethany is new to Ontario, hail-
ing from southwestern Nova Sco-
tia. She completed an under-
graduate Honour’s degree at 
Acadia University where she 
studied the breeding biology of 
sundews and roses. To gain ex-
perience with a different study 
system, she moved to the Univer-
sity of Western Ontario in Lon-
don, Ontario, to pursue a gradu-
ate degree in avian ecology and 
evolution with professors Chris 
Guglilemo and Phil Taylor. Beth-

and ecology. Her main interests 
include the specific effects of 
weather and body condition on 
the timing of arrival to and depar-
ture from stopover sites, and how 
the topographical features of a 
landscape affect flight altitude, 
heading, and speed.  

This work is important, because 
the Great Lakes present a major 
geographic barrier to migrating 
birds, and flight responses to 
weather conditions paired with 
topographical shifts provide im-
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portant clues to the migratory 
success of individual birds.  

Contributions Edited by Yolanda Morbey, University of Western Ontario, ymorbey@uwo.ca 
If you would like to view past issues or be featured for upcoming issues, visit http://siscowette.blogspot.com 

Bethany Thurber posing with a 
yellow‐breasted chat 

ment for Janel because it is her 
first publication!  
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