Social Movements &
Social Change

Lecture #19

Contemporary Theories of
Collective Behaviour

* The Minimax Strategy

+ Emergent Norms

The ego-involved

The concerned

The insecure

The curious spectators
The exploiters
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Forms of Collective Behaviour

» Riots and Demonstrations

« Panics

* Moral Panics




Forms of Collective Behaviour

* Rumours

+ Fads and Fashions
— Fad:

— Fashion:

+ Urban Legends

Social Movements

Large numbers of people who organize to
promote or resist social change

* Proactive Social Movements

» Reactive Social Movements

Types of Social Movements

« Alterative Social Movements

» Redemptive Social Movements




Types of Social Movements

* Reformative Social Movements

« Transformative Social Movements

The Membership and Publics of
Social Movements

The Membership and Publics of Social
Movements
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Tactics of Social Movements

Membership
The Publics
Relationship to Authorities

Other Factors




Why People Join Social
Movements

* Mass Society Theory

+ Deprivation Theory

* Moral Issues and Ideological Commitment

The Life Course of Social
Movements

+ 5 Stages of Social Movements
1. Initial unrest and agitation
Resource mobilization
Organization
Institutionalization
Organizational decline and possible resurgence
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Social Change

» The alteration of culture and society over
time

» Brought about by people organized into
social movements




How Technology Changes
Society

.

Technology

.

Postindustrial or Postmodern Societies
New Technologies
Modernization

.

Comparing
Traditional &
Modern Societies

Technology: Ogburn’s Theory
of Social Change

1. Invention
2. Discovery

3. Diffusion
* Cultural Lag

* A Two-Way Process?




Technology: Transforming
Society

Transformation of Existing Technologies
Changes in Social Organization
Changes in Ideology

Transformation of Values
Transformation of Social Relationships

Contemporary Theories of
Social Change

Evolutionary Theories
— Unilinear Theories
— Multilinear Theories

Marxist Conflict Theories
Cyclical Theories
Feminist Theories
Postmodern Theories

Contemporary Theories of
Social Change

hange




